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tle nF€!1il-y Clanl" durlng our deplolnnent-to tt. tq"aiter"*i;r,ar€a. With the Fe!d\. cram, or Jl:t platn old'leiter if yor.r prefer, I,hope

:",* ilY:: -t_e{ },ou about the. Eto,IsH; your soni s o, r,i."r*ai " ship, and
1 o1r, or, }{-rar *.9, $V ve are helL and viry bhis rdlole business ot Uii5ten-]?nesn dep.LoJ,rsrt ls jflportant.

_--.I::!t 1 *3'o1 tr,o on thc.lqlgth of the depl olmenr. It is calted a i$onth deployxdent Lnrt as l@ all h.,olI, it adds up i,o ilof"s-un"y iroa orr he
ryrb for 5 rDnths. ltre are due bad(-in Norfolk thc ffrc; ;& ir, S.pt.oto.thg gxt1a ndtth is used up ln transit titrBs to and i-o, tf,"-iiJitrr"urr.*ard in tumove! tiire afte! lre alrive and beforlre aepart. 

-f].i 
irrrtirs i"puT!. doubt a l-one tjre but tr is a consiacrautc 

- 
lftrovonJi o.,"" tr,"

1-TlT," "l'i":" of rccqlt JiEars.- Tlrese exterded peliods are necessaty,oasaca-Lty ror two rc..$ns. First, the nunbe! of ships avaiJable to heei thccom:d.trpnt s and obli8ations of th; Urdted. st"tcs o""' *cr,-inJi-jorter retation. periods ate rrot feasibfe. Seccnd.ly, to *"t ttn 
-l.,iJi"tJrraards 

ofoperEtional leadiltc€s jn the Sirdh Elcetr-it i" 
"ct"aXy i;p.aciicai t !Fducc deployncnts to pcriod.s shorLor thih fdrr *"th"-*" "t"ii*.

A few facts about thc Unitod States Si:<th !1ect jn thc l{editerraiean nby
4::-*. b6ttc! fcet-ins for the import.lrrca ot tn" alg,iSri "llsent rde_ElOn!

the Sijcth Elcet l-s a inodcrn; val-I-balsrced fleet il)cludinA an attad<aircraft- carrier strikilg forcer. cnd anphibious :"JUil.r*i and a ve.riotyof sustailj-ng auxitjaxy ships ilhich lEke it possiblc io-, ih"-fo"0t to op"_ate indeftldtel-y at sea ldthout shor.e bases i" ff-ro I.toaiior-rrci. ttrc Sj*thElect is an lnstru,neit of netional pol_icy e"rd po"or ,*,o"n gooi" o* puo"ul
.sllbilitv 9"1 6o9.d y+1. rdncd by rcinta intng opc rrrti<ru-I ;;di* "" ord oarFr-ng respcct 1or the Unitcrl Stntesl Its cxercise s arrd l).,1ner.Ivers arc assigned.lor sclf education, improveneoi of its ratti-@ pot"nUlrir 

-nrla 
io" perfection

9f.**ing- relairj-Qships wlth our fnicnds and alLlcs. Iis ai:ns are entirely
lriehdlyt tnt il b aLllays battlc rcady-q,p."b1c of r.,t_ging *l; teoa or *r_fare: hot or c.Id, ljlritcd or gcneral atonric o, 

"olr.,"iti&rri". 
'-

The ships of thc flect arr org".nized j:rto thrce lt,.in task forces. 
.

Eirst of tlEse is thc Attack Carrier StrikinS Force (Task Force &),ccrrsisting nornally of two Le.r;,c catrj,ers, to. *lrfnc-tJ-iii 
"ri"sij-e uquip_ped Cnriscrs, and obout tr,enty-Destroyersl v"-rF.e';il.1-lr"i,t,""u DestreJ,ersare equipped with surface t,o p.ir ndssiles. TasL fJrce 60 is the rErin sttik_ln6. arn. of the Sixth f'leei. It is^equipped *if'r frrsh"F" a-j-i' Uonuers tra.via6a striking rEdius in cxcess of lrO0O 

-nlic s. rfre C..ii"rs1l--caporrre oropelatina their airc.aft day and-night :rr oU ti-qas oi;";;..*
Secodd, is the Arxphlbious Force (Task F,orcc 61). ?his folc€ consists ofa squad-ron _of anphi.bious shipplrl€ vith a reinforcei 

-Uttaiiorr- 
oi ul*t ZrOOOcotDat-. loadsd and conbat-rBadJ. l{arine s dlbat.ked. ft" 

"tip"-6"""r"Uy include
T,t'pF:]::: -^*9.l}p, attack rnnsporr and c.rLb 

"rrip"] n-in",*. pcr"tIa e varicty of anphibious asGauLt typos.



thid ls the S.rvLce Forc. (Task Fo!c6 63). Ttris Forcc, fortd-tr8 the
tL€thg beBo rfiich slab1es the Eleet to stay et sea to! lJdoflnLte periad6,
ot -ii-nd, le a collecilon of auxUi?tf, ships tncludbg tankers, npli ehJ.po,
snd a vat{.ety of sup'ply and prlvislon shLF. Ttls force, ln elfecil ls a '
Dbile glocery siolo, r€!a!.r shop, lBrd}{are, Etolg and fu91 statj.on.

In addltlci to tttose thloe lEJor forc€6, ths EL6t j-s suppoltcd bJr bnd-
bas.d alrcrEft for scoutlng and antLslboarlrle operailonr;'and bfr sutGrl.nec
ueed paincd,paUy to DocvLde trahtfrg sct\i,ces to !h. Efe.n;

Ttlo c6!o6ttl,cn of.thc fL€t chsn8cs coleletdly €vcry fdrr to d.:( tibntb!,dtn rhtps ftto the Oilted Btatec rcg"ectng inoEe itr the- Ltedlte!|rarrst. Tho-
cn\y etooptlar to th6 tltdion polloy aDdrg ccebatmt sldps ts the Cn 1rrr
rtddr t! u6d aE tho pdraneEtt ll.aL'rfrlp of the Iloct. Poloancnt tn tlds oasa
Datrg a tltile ere than t o J/sar!. Vltlgf ncho-suF+Lf, !!tr6c, (near
Nlc€ ) iB uled aE tho h@ port pf the Elsgstd,p, dth ferdl1cd ol tErronFlalllgBd to the Fleot, COandefl e Staff add ibe nagghl-p ltvllrg th.re (.t thc
ocqroql. L fEn au.d.anaty drlp ln tho Serrlce Force u$ [aples ar thelr
ho por!. Ln a nomal year, the stdps havltg hoee porti lJt the lbditel|r.ar6atr
lln cp6qt to bo ir tlro.e h@ po!t. botrEqr trsnty ald tlBnty-flve p€rc€nt
of, th6 tlE.

Ever!rcae of coulse 1a ltterestcd Ln the llberty'port8 ttD,i otre le! thc
opprturl.ty to vl3lt, drrhg a t!.lp to tho |tl'lodrr and, foihrnat€ly, tbs 6neg
vr cn INGISH lE'v€ vlslled to datc have bo€Il quit€ good. Our flret ciop
o'ut of Ngrfolk ra,c Rote, Spln (a rathor sDaII towr near the nrch botior
laroLr cdfrr ot Cadle). Hhlle ttdd stop uas lor fuo]. only ald thrs qul-to rhort,
F dld Eni'go to get half th6 crsv aehoG for a speqbl shov at tho Erllstod
}{srci ClS. tho shcN cdlslst€d of, aulhgnltc Spanl-5h Ilalrenco Ddrocr|! ln
natl,\tE cogtr@s, 6 iea,['of codc pantor&le clolr,rs, sral a glrL d.nger rtro
dl{rted trUoorl6bn mgr. Ii proved to b€ nLc6 !€lanl,iion afLer drl faEt
ctoB8lJrS rdth t}lc SARAmGI.

Pa]-cr@, stcd-ly rnd l{8rseiJl'o, F!!n ce !Er.e d.rr next tvo poltr of ca!L.
Pal€*e for Faster Week€.ld and ltarseLll€g for a ten dair vi6$ tn latc Apr{.!
and early ltsy. Ibrsetl.16 is ihe 6eco!!d largrst city ln Flatlce and th€ 1a+ '
grst seapott lJt the rruedx. As alvryr, th€ro 13 Flaty to do Ln a bd.g clty, b!.rt,
Lf cire do6B not Lll(c ths life of the big cltye the cdnirysl.dr at'drnd
l4r!se1l!9 offers erdr to 5€e - fron thdving lhlver.ity to$rs io qualtti fkh-
tng vlllageB and resort arE8s.

Perhaps the t{dbught, of ou! }lbelty port6 to dai€ rras Rapallo, Ita\y.
naFuo i€ clIE of th6 prdncipal tesoru area6 cn the ltalLsn Rlvlo!d. It Lc
tnrlJ s beautiLrl aroa rlril fupsllo and the rtaartrJr towrs of gsnta fbrgttadts
6nd Portof,ho alE featulsd ln a tlieniy pe&r artlcLo l.II t}tls Juiorg Nat!.dral
Googr,phlc lta€azir€. (ff you would li*6 a good desclipticn of qte of tlp '
Erca! yout NaW llan har had lhe opportunlty to vtslt durlng ttlls d.plqy'@nt,
lt ie evat-Lable ln Jurers [atlonal Geographic).

I e! ccrtdfur tlat Eost of you ha\/B the pn$iet 6rr tro Squedron ChapLalng
prp6.r.d. They contaln a vealih of lnfomdlon concsrnhg hol, to go abort'
thjn8. tn ca3c y.ir !E6d help r.fitLc ],ou! yavy Uan is doplol'od.

Ju6t tt! caso thlE lbs ban ld.spla,ced, IrlI lnclude ttE cott'ost addrEls,
1f lrcu qrgt @ntact u6 by teleglalr.
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- Xry I 81!o ldd y,ou thst 1f @!&{tcy arjlas ln uhtch ycrr .f6I tha
Fral(lrlo of thc S€rylc@n ,.s roqrd.rod, thr correct rBy to r;qu4t tb! hs bcg11!|3ffl,"f lew. te by havlae dor tocat REd Cric-Cturirer vrtfry il;rocrgm€t atd rcquort tb EcfiAccDnrr Ferenc6.
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